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Introduction

Femicide is often interpreted to refer to the deliberate killing of women for the

sole reason that they are women, although more expansive meanings cover all

killings of women or children. A South African feminist and activist, Diana Rusell,

first popularized this term in hopes to gain public consciousness and support the

fight to protect women in 1976. It shouldn’t be confused with the gender-neutral

“homicide” as it has a political purpose. It is intended to produce effects in the

prevailing manner of understanding the violent death of women and produce

changes in the social order which legitimized or tolerated those deaths. Out of

every 100,000 females, there are 3.1 victims in Africa, 1.6 in the Americas, 0.9 in

Asia, 0.7 in Europe, and 1.3 in Oceania (Cole).

There are various types of femicides with the main ones being intimate femicide,

non-intimate femicide, and honor killings. ‘Honor’- related murders involve a girl
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or woman being killed by a family member for an actual or assumed sexual or

behavioral offense, including adultery, sexual intercourse, pregnancy outside

marriage or even for being raped. Truly anything that could “dishonor” the

family's name. Women from all around the world experience these brutal crimes

by partners, ex-partners, family members, or even strangers every day. Women

all around the world are having their most vital right violated, the right to live.

Although these crimes are mostly inflicted by an intimate ex or current partner,

they are sometimes committed by complete strangers or organized crime

groups. Some of them being a result of human trafficking or more specifically

organ trafficking. Femicide rates in victims of human trafficking are high. Amado

Philip de Andrés claimed that, “The only case in which you can make a case

that femicide is increasing as a result of transnational organized crime is human

trafficking … in Central America and the Caribbean," (UNODC). With the

increase of missing women, so comes the increase of human trafficking.

Meaning that it comes with fatalities.

This issue has sparked controversy all over the world as the social concern has

increased. People all around the world have taken it into their own hands to

protest the government's ignorance when it comes to this issue. Limited

government action is one of the reasons why this issue is still ongoing. Apart from

that, a very controversial form of femicide is covert femicide. This means that it’s

not openly acknowledged or displayed. Examples of such form of femicide

deaths unnecessary surgeries such as hysterectomies and genital mutilation,
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death from unsafe abortions due to the illegalization of abortion, along other

things.

It is crucial that this issue is discussed as the lives of millions of women are at play,

and it is of utmost importance that delegates come together to solve this issue

once and for all. Women all over the world are scared to leave their house at

night in fear that they might get assassinated. Some are scared to stay home as

the abuser is at home. There is no place a woman can truly feel safe. This needs

to change. As the committee of UN Women, it is imperative that everything from

prevention towards perpetrator accountability is addressed. Delegates must act

quickly but effectively in order to make the world a safer place.

Definition of Key Terms

Femicide

Femicides are described as the intentional killing of women/girls because

they’re women. This meaning that the root cause of the killing is because of

gender inequality, gender expectations, and systemic gender-based

discrimination. Although it is mostly perpetrated by men, sometimes women

might be involved in the crime.

Honor killings

The killings of a woman or girl by a partner or family member who is perceived

as bringing dishonor to the family name.
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Intimate Partner Femicide

The killing of women by current or past partners or family members.

Non-Intimate Partner Femicide

The killing of women by non-current  or past partners or family members.

Human Trafficking Femicide

Human trafficking femicide includes abduction and disappearances for certain

periods of time, mostly for financial gain or other related benefits. These women

are usually tortured, raped, mutilated, and then murdered.

Female Infanticide

The induced death of infants by things such as suffocation, drowning, neglect or

exposure to danger by other means. Apart from that, it also includes selective

abortion targeting female fetuses. To be considered a femicide it must happen

within a year of the birth of the female infant.

Gender Inequality

Discrimination on the basis of sex or gender causing one sex or gender to have

privilege or to be prioritzed over another one.
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Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women (MMIW)

Missing and murdered indigenous women is a movement that seeks for the end

of violence against native women. It also seeks to draw attention to the high

rates of disappearances and murders of indigenous women.

Domestic Violence

Domestic violence is defined as aggressive or violent behavior within home,

typically involving a spouse or partner.

Religious Femicide

Domestic violence is defined as aggressive or violent behavior within home,

typically involving a spouse or partner.

Adultery

Voluntary sexual relations between a person who is married and someone who

isn’t their spouse.

Anti Monument

An anti-monument is an installation, traditionally placed during a popular

demonstration, that seeks to remember a recent tragic event or maintain the

demand for justice to which the governments have not given a satisfactory

response in the view of the protesters.
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General Overview

As stated before, femicide is often interpreted to refer to the deliberate killing of

women for the sole reason that they are women, although more expansive

meanings cover all killings of women or female children.

Historical Background on Honor Killings

Although there isn’t a clear date of the start of honor killings, in ancient Roman

Times honor killings were known and accepted in societies. Pre-marital sex or

adultery were punishable with death, and executed by the senior male family

member. Beliefs that husbands can kill their unfaithful wives, but they can not

reciprocate the same things can be traced back to before the Romans to the

Codes of Hammurabi, Nesilim, and Assura. Beliefs that the virginity of a woman

belonged to her family was expressed in the Codes of Hammurabi and Assura.

In the Valley of Mexico, between 150 BCE and 1521 ACE, most if not all crimes

were punished by death under Aztec law. Unsurprisingly, female adultery was

punished by death which usually consisted in stoning or strangulation. In Peru,

the Inca’s punishment for adulterers was to tie the lovers’ hands and feet to a

wall and starve them to death. Apart from that, the Incas law permitted the

heat-of-passion defense in the case of husbands killing their wives when they

found them cheating.

Research Report | Page 6 of 22



Panama Model United Nations 2022| 30th Annual Session

Female Infanticide

Female infanticide takes forms in many ways, one of them being

gender-specific abortion. Gender-specific abortion occurs when a female

fetus is identified in an ultrasound and is then subsequently aborted. In South

Asia, China and the Middle East, the death rate for girls in comparison to boys of

the same respective age is twice as high. Due to selective abortions in China,

there is a ratio of 119 boys to every 100 girls born. Apart from gender-specific

abortions, there is the killing of infants for the simple reason that they’re female.

They might be killed by things such as suffocation, drowning, neglect or

exposure to danger by other means. Clearly, this highlights the sexism of this

practice as not only is it violent, but it discriminates against female babies. This

practice is more common in areas where male children are valued over female

children. Usually societies that favor male children have a bias against women in

different sectors of life. Women are perceived as subservient because of their

role as carers and homemakers, whilst men predominantly ensure the family's

social and economic stability. Female babies are typically killed for financial

reasons such as earning power, potential pensions, and even dowry.

Lesbophobic Femicide

Lesbophobic femicide is the killing of a woman because of rejection of her

sexual orientation. This might also go hand in hand with sexual violence because

the perpratator believes they can turn them heterosexual after they “violated”
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traditional sexual or gender norms. Lesbian or bisexual women are targeted for

their sexual orientation the daily. Especially by men who reject their sexual

orientation. They can be subjects to hate crimes or other types of violence.

Major Parties Involved and Their Views

Mexico

As one of the leading countries in the fight against violence against women,

Mexico has had a lot to say when it comes to femicides. With its femicide rate in

2017 being 5.2 out of 100,000 women, with the international average that same

year being 2.2 it is clear to see that leaders in Mexico have struggled to manage

femicides around their country (UN Women). Mexico recorded 1,004 femicides

in 2021, which is considered a grim toll that has more than doubled since the

country first started keeping track in 2015 (UN Women). Women in Mexico tired

of the number of murdered women constantly increasing, took it into their own

hands to protest the ineffectiveness of the government's action. The movement

“Ni una mas'' first originated in Argentina but was widespread all around Latin

America. It was a protest that was motivated by the murder of Chiara Páez, a

14-year-old pregnant teenager, that was murdered by her partner in Argentina.

This sparked huge controversy and gave light to a growing issue in Latin

America, femicides. A huge march on June 3rd, 2015 was seen in Argentina in

different sectors of the country. This movement quickly spread throughout the

continent with hundreds of protests taking place later on with the same motive.
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Recently, in , women all around Mexico went out to protest allApr 24, 2022

missing and murdered women around the country. They would chant, “They

took them alive and that's how we want them back.” They stopped at an anti

monument where they had a minute of silence and then listed the names of

femicide victims. This is just one of the many protests that women in Mexico have

partaken in to fight against the growing rates of femicides in Mexico.

Jordan

Jordan's biggest problem when it comes to femicides is its high rates of honor

killings. As mentioned before, “honor” crimes are when a husband or family

member, usually male, murders a woman because they claim she did

something that would bring shame to the families name. Those who partake in

“honor” crimes believe that their actions WILL “restore their family's respect in the

community”. There are 5,000 documented cases of honor killings annually

worldwide of which about 15 to 20 cases annually occur in Jordan. These

crimes can take the appearance of an accident, a suicide, a disappearance or

simply be considered as “simple murder”. Jordanian law does not recognize the

term "honor killing", however, it does recognize the article 340 relating to murder

in flagrante delicto of adultery, under the term "excuse in the case of murder"

(ACHRS). Honor killings under Jordanian law fall under murder crimes, however,

they also fall   under the heading of mitigating excuses in cases of murder. Two

articles specifically: articles 98 and 340. Article 98 provides a mitigating excuse in
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the case of "extreme fury": "A mitigating excuse is given to a perpetrator who

acts under the influence of violent anger provoked by an unjust and sufficiently

serious action of the victim". This is more often used as a mitigating excuse under

honor killings or crimes showing the lack of empathy for victims of honor crimes.

Then article 340 lowers the severity of the crime if the following takes place:

"Benefits from a mitigating excuse a person who has caught his wife or one of his

ascendants, descendants or sisters in the act of adultery or in an unlawful bed

and killed her on the spot, with her co-perpetrator or killed them together or

injured or assaulted them in such a way as to cause death or injury or

permanent disability". This is in hindsight not only cruel but sexist. This is because it

only applies to women committing adultery and not men. Women activists and

Human Rights organizations call to amend these articles to end the justification

of extreme acts of violence against women.

United States

Femicides in the US are a growing issue that seems to be a silent epidemic that

no one dares to name. Homicide (Femicide in this case) is the fourth leading

cause of death for girls and women one to 19 years old, and the fifth leading

cause of death for women 20 to 44 (CDC). This draws attention to the

imperative issue that is currently ongoing in the United States. When looking at

data of female homicides in the US in 2018 where the perpetrator was identified,

around 92% of cases involved women being killed by a man they knew, and

63% of whom were killed by current husbands, ex-husbands or current boyfriends
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(FBI). Another major problem regarding femicides in the United States is the

murder of transgender women. Most predominantly, black transgender women.

In 2018, 26 transgender people suffered violent deaths in the US, a majority of

them were black trans women (HRC). Additionally, around ⅘ victims of anti-trans

homicides are transgender black women (HRC). Joe Biden in order of

transgender remembrance day gave a statement honoring those who have

been killed due to anti-transgender violence. “This year, at least 46 transgender

individuals in this country – and hundreds more around the world – were killed in

horrifying acts of violence,” Biden said in his statement. “Each of these lives was

precious. Each of them deserved freedom, justice and joy.” Biden also claimed

that he called on his administration team to coordinate across the federal

government to address the violence against transgender individuals.

Canada

In Canada, official statistics have consistently documented at the national level

what is highlighted above in the Intimate Femicide in Ontario study: Indigenous

women are significantly more likely to be killed by male partners than

non-Indigenous women in Canada (Femicide in Canada). Indigneous women

make up around 4% of the Canadian population, yet they make up 24% of the

total homicide victims. Although they are more prone to intimate partner

femicide, it is also seen that they’re often killed by male acquaintances or

strangers. It is said that the cases of MMIW have been hidden from society since
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the beginning of colonialism. The exact number of Indigenous women who have

been murdered or are missing in Canada is unknown, however, it is estimated to

be over 4000 women with half of the murder cases remaining unsolved

(Moeke-Pickering et al.). Apart from this, not only is the rate of femicides higher

for indigenous women but the rate of charges against the perpetrators in these

crimes is about 30% lower than it is for non-Indigenous victims. To understand the

root of the cause of this problem, the roots of the hardships for Indigenous

women and girls must be understood. Settler colonialism introduced sexualized

stereotypes and racist attitudes of Indigenous women which were used to

dehumanize them and these values continue to influence Canadian society

today. As Indigenous women are often seen as prostitutes, addicts, and street

people a lot of victim blaming takes place. The blame is put on them since they

are seen to be of a lower social-class, which for them indicates that they were

“asking for it” or “deserved it ''. Crimes against Indigenous women are more

times than not under-reported in the media which contributes to the

normalization of the perspective that crimes against Indigenous peoples do not

matter (Palmater). These cases are frequently silenced and looked over in the

justice system. The silence of the government has led hundreds of Indigenous

Canadians to protests for their sisters. These marches take place every year on

February 14th. The biggest march takes place in Vancouver, and it has become

a central point for the fight against MMIW.
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Timeline of Events

Date Description of event

1801
The term “femicide” was first used in England to describe the

“killing of a woman”

1976

While "testifying in the first International Tribunal on Crimes

Against Women in Belgium," Diana Russell published the term at

the Crimes Against Women Tribunal.

1993
UN Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women is

passed.

26 of November

2012

Conference was conducted at the United Nations Office in Vienna

to commemorate the International Day for the Elimination of

Violence Against Women.

12 of March 2013

Michelle Bachelet, the executive director of UN Women, gives a

speech on “Gender-Motivated Killings of Women, Including

Femicide”

18 of December

2013

Resolution is adopted by the General Assembly: Taking action

against gender-related killing of women and girls

March 2020
FGM and Gender based violence deaths are on the rise due to

the coronavirus lockdown.

22 of March 2021
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan declared Turkey’s

withdrawal from the Istanbul Convention against violence against
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women.

UN involvement, Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events

The UNW committee recognizes that there are various steps the UN has taken to

address femicides and honor killings. It is of uttermost importance for the United

Nation’s to continuously give statements on this issue as it is the only way to keep

the awareness of it on going. The following points will discuss what these

different actions were about.

● On November 26, 2012, a conference was conducted at the United

Nations Office in Vienna to commemorate the International Day for the

Elimination of Violence Against Women. The declaration discusses the true

definition for femicides which is; The killing of women and girls because of

their gender, which can include, among other things, the murder of

women as a result of intimate partner violence, the torture, and misogynist

slaying of women, targeted killing of women and girls in the context of

armed conflict; dowry related killings of women, the killing of women and

girls because of their sexual orientation and gender identity, the

murdering of women and girls in the name of "honor". The declaration also

explains how tradition and culture can not be used to justify violence

against women and more specifically gender-based killings. That there is

no excuse to the heinous acts committed against women.
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● On December 18, 2013, the General Assembly adopted the taking action

against gender-related killing of women and girls resolution. Its purpose is

encouraging countries to take action on fighting gender-based killings.

The resolution urges states to take adequate measures to prevent and

address gender-based killings. It not only persuades, but advises the states

on how to take these measures. It also shows the strong disapproval of the

United Nations of countries not taking action to fight against

gender-based killings.

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue

Effective and ineffective actions has been taken in hopes to resolve this issue.

The UNW committee regonizes these actions and encourages delegates to use

this as a starting point to seeking for further action.

● Signed on May 11th, 2011, the Istanbul Convention, also known as the

Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence

against Women and Domestic Violence, is a human rights treaty

established by the Council of Europe to combat violence towards women

and domestic abuse. A few of the conventions goals are to prevent

violence, protect victims, and gain justice. As of March 2019, 45 countries

including the European Union has signed it.

● Adopted at the Fourth Meeting of the Committee of Experts (CEVI), held

on August 15, 2008, the OAS constructed the declaration on femicides. In
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this declaration they stated what a femicide is and that it is not and will

not be tolerated by the state and/or agents by action or omission.

Therefore, signaling that officials need to take the step to address it as

they can not simply ignore it.

Possible Solutions

This issue tends to go unnoticed and consequently remains unresolved. As

violence towards women increases, so does the frequency of femicides. Steps

must be taken to address this issue. It must be noted that all resolutions must not

only consider long term solutions but also think about short-term solutions that

can be implemented immediately. Apart from that, solutions must address both

the root causes of the problem and the consequences that the issue already

caused.

Solutions most adequately cover all types of femicides, including covert

femicide and honor killings. Analyzing past solutions, to see what works and does

not is a must when creating solutions to femicides. The use of statistics will allow

for better policy decisions. Furthermore, raising awarness on the situation by

providing the public with statistics will also create change. When the public is

aware of an issue, it usually incentivises change. Additionally, the spread of

information highlighting this issues will encourage government officials to take

action. Apart from that, there must be better training of officials in order to

maintain the validity of the statistics.
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Another effective way of combatting femicides is increasing education on this

subject at school. This will cause children who experience violence first-hand at

home, to realize that what they are expericing is something they can get help

for. Apart from this, it will tackle the stereotypes that lead to gender-based

killings. All the beliefs there are about women which are harmful and untrue,

consequently lead to gender-based killings. For example, the belief that women

are meant to mantain certain roles puts them in dangerous situations. This is

because when they do not meet these expectations they are often faced with

violence and discrimination. Educating children on not enforcing these

expectations is crucial to the fight towards gender-based killings.

Sustainable Development Goal (SDG)

The question of how to prevent femicides around the world, implies a reduction

of inequalities therefore connecting to multiple SDG goals. The sustainable

development goals were adopted by the United Nations as a call to action

around the world in order to promote sustainability, peace, and development.

This issue is so broad and interconnected with so many other issues that by

tackling it, many SDG’s will be worked on. It is important to recognize the

intersectionality of this issue in order to maximize the effectiveness of the

debate.
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Starting off with quality education, sustainable development goal #4, it is

arguably one of the most significant aspects that must be addressed in order to

solve this issue. Since women who receive quality education are less likely to be

victims of gender based violence, it is crucial that education is addressed when

covering this issue. Alongside bringing women knowledge and opportunities,

education allows women to know their rights and how to protect themselves.

Apart from that it allows them to be independent of dangerous households and

families.

Next, sustainable development goal #5, gender equality. This goal stands out

when reviewing this issue as it is what is most easily connected to it. Femicides

are a clear violation of women's rights and therefore a true reflection of the

current societal situation regarding gender equality. With the rising rates of

femicides and honor killings, it is clear that women are not seen as equal and

much less treated as such. By tackling this issue, society is allowing women to

have a chance at life and at being treated with dignity and respect.

Additionally, sustainable development goal #10, reduced inequalities. As

femicides is such an intersectional issue, it is clear that it is a topic that affects

multiple minorities. Although the main reason as to why femicides occur is

gender based, it might occur due to other factors that must be considered.

Although it is never an excuse, it is important to find the motive of the attack to
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work on the root of the issue. For example, a form of femicide is lesbophobic

femicide. It is not only because they’re women but rather because they’re

homosexual women. The intersection between sexuality and gender puts these

women in a more vulnerable position. Then again, by tackling this issue the

safety of multiple minorities within the female gender will be protected.

Lastly, sustainable development goal #16, peace, justice , and strong

institutions. Femicides is undoubtedly a huge failure to the pursuance of peace

in the world. As some countries have fewer laws in order to provide justice for

women who suffer from femicides, it is essential to help countries build stronger

institutions in order to help women in danger.
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istanbul-convention

https://treaties.un.org/

https://www.worldbank.org/en/events/2022/03/30/the-incidence-of-gender-bas

ed-violence-in-latin-america-and-the-caribbean

https://www.oas.org/es/mesecvi/docs/declaracionfemicidio-en.pdf

Appendix

I. Detailed analysis on the stigmatization and violence against LBTI women.

Covers the root cause, main parties, and statistics.

https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Issues/Women/SR/Fe

micide/2021-submissions/CSOs/the-international-lesbian-gay.pdf

II. Analysis on the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on the rise of gender

based violence, femicides

https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/gashc4318.doc.htm

III. Document on the risk factors for femcides

https://www.campbellcollaboration.org/media/k2/attachments/SWCG_R

oa_Title.pdf
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IV. Document of a psychological autopsy on suicide and femicide victims

http://pepsic.bvsalud.org/scielo.php?pid=S1870-350X2019000200006&scri

pt=sci_abstract&tlng=en

V. Image showing the facts and figures of femicide in Latin America
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