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Introduction

Throughout the years, women have been obligated to tolerate mistreatment

and harassment around the world. As a committee, we have tried to come up with

solutions and ideas to improve this issue; making ourselves believe that the issue has

been decreasing or been eradicated. The conflict between Afghanistan and Taliban

has enhanced this issue enormously in the Middle East; It’s not a secret that Talibanese

and Afghan women have suffered different kinds of abuses including domestic, social,

racial, etc. due to the social conflict that has persisted for long periods of time.

The Afghan community has been suffering for years from different sets of social

and military conflicts since more than two decades ago. In 1996, when the Talibans

invaded Afghanistan for the first time, a lot of Afghan leaders escaped while others

stayed to protect the country from the foreign reign. Since then, a huge amount of

human rights violations began in the country under the name of “Islamic Emirate of

Afghanistan ''. The fast fall of Kabul led to the decreased security and protection of not

only women all over Afghanistan, but of every Afghan civilian. This until the invasion of

the United States in 2001, after the Talibanese Government refused to turn in the terrorist

leader Osama Bin Laden doring the wake of Al-Queda’s terrorist attacks. Time passed



until August 6, 2021, when the Taliban army invaded the Afghan territory again leading

to the fast decay of the Afghan government again.

As a Committee, We have been tracking and fighting to find solutions to the

violation of Women’s rights under the Taliban rule. The violation of rights to the Afghan

women include banning women from working outside their home, banning girls'

education after year six, denying women their right to political participation as well as

their social, economic and cultural rights, in between others. This issue has been going

on for a year after the temporary liberation of the middle eatern country; but the issue

turned abnormally dangerous. A problem of this gravity has become a humanitarian

crisis; civilians are dying everyday and the economic debts and crisis have been

growing in the country exponentially. The issue is not only social; Economically, Millions

of dollars were lost due to spiking prices, aid cut-offs, a liquidity crisis, affecting the

country's access to food, water, shelter, and health care as well.

During the conference, the UN Women committee has the goal of finding fast

and accurate solutions to the violations occurring daily. Protecting women and girls

from the military, social, and familiar abuses in escential in order to succeed as a

delegation.

Definition of Key Terms

Women’s rights: Women's rights is defined as the freedoms, liberties and opportunities

that women have, especially the opportunity to be treated equal to and given the

same legal rights as men.

Taliban’s: The Taliban is a brutal, fundamentalist religious group that held power over

most of Afghanistan during the late 1990s.

Women for Afghan Women(WAW): Is a grassroots civil society organization dedicated

to protecting and promoting the rights of disenfranchised Afghan women and girls in



Afghanistan and New York.

Fall of Kabul: The military take over of the Capital city of Afghanistan which initiated an

internal conflict.

NATO: North Atlantic Treaty Organization. Organization founded in 1949 to provide

collective security among the countries in it.

Osaman Bin Laden: violent terrorist and mass murderer who used bombings and

bloodshed to advance his extremist goals.

General Overview

General Information

Most countries, if not all, around the world have faced different types of internal

and external conflicts; dictatorships, civil wars, invasions, etc; are some examples of the

most common issues around the world. Usually, those who face the consequences in a

more harsh way are the common civilians. The Women situation in the middle east is

one of the biggest and exponentially growing issues globally. The cultural challenges

that women face in this region is one of the main reasons women rights are not

completely respected but; in the case of Afghanistan, social insecurity and military

regimen challenge women and girls everyday. During the civil wars and several rulers,

women’s rights have been slowly being taken away leaving a very concerning living

situation for each and one of them.

During the Civil Wars all over the country, women not only suffered certain

violences generally, but they were also obligated to fight for their countries until the

gender discrimination from the Talibans prohibited them to do so. “More than 6,300

Women soldiers served in the ANDSF” (Extremist). Women were not only obligated to

fight, but they were also discriminated against, banned and mistreated for their gender.



The huge amount of absurd limitations women face everyday in Afghanistan and how

fast the issue is growing internally, marks one of the most (if not the most) concerning

women right violation series of issues in actuality. The goal of all delegations of the

committee is to strictly find efficient solutions to help women in Afghanistan and end the

injustices they face everyday.

Virtual House Arrest For Women and Clothing obligations

The complete elimination of the women rights earned over time is one of the

main consequences of the Taliban invasion. It is absurd how women are mistreated

daily in their own country where their basic rights should be secured. Women are not

supposed to leave their houses and if they do they are supposed to follow a series of

rules that consist of:

1. Not being unaccompanied by a man figure (husband or father) is illegal.

2. Wearing and buying a specific set of clothes called Burqa. The Burqa covers

every part of their bodies from head to foot including eyes, nose, mouth, and

hands.

3. Unable to speak or take any decision without the man’s authorization and

consent.

The Talibans force women to stay home through intimidation, violence and assault;

military men from the reign attack women violently even if they are not breaking any

rule. This set of abuses lead women to be so restricted overly that they live in something

considered “Virtual House Arrest”.

Religion and Culture

Religion and Culture are being used by Taliban officials as excuses for women's

rights violations in Afghanistan. The Islamic culture and religion are predominant all over

Afghanistan, this culture is objectively traditional and specific; but are these actions part



of the religion and the call of God? The answer is no. Some parts of the Middle East

strongly follow the Islamic call and its rules, the implementation of these rules became

so common that it started becoming part of the culture. The Afghans follow the call

traditionally, but since the invasion of Taliban the followings became more like an

abuse. The denial of the human rights that women face, covered by the excuse of

being a religious act is one of the most important topics to discuss. In fact, it is

considered that “Even though the vast majority of Afghanistan’s population professes to

be the followers of Islam, women are not given their rights that Islam guarantees them.”

(Religion). Religious rules and cultural practices that should be considered a personal

choice of individuals have become overly exaggerated and an obligation to survive for

women and girls. It went from religious practices to country laws in less than a year.

Some examples are clothing, restrictions generally, food consumption, daily activities,

freedom of speech, etc.

Work inequality and lack of property rights

Even if the Islam states so, Women are not considered part of the inheritance

rights; in Afghanistan today, if a women claims part of the properties her family

possesses (property rights) she will be considered shameless and disrespectful. Islamic

law grants these inheritance rights to women, even though it is not an equal ratio

granting, it's strictly provided. Nevertheless, women are just being oppressed by the

Taliban rule. During this reign, the poverty rate has increased so much that the property

rights per family has decreased greatly. Women traditionally own one quarter (¼) of the

property rights as a common rule, even though it's unequal, women are still granted

part of the inheritance. Taliban reign took away this right completely leaving even the

richest and wealthiest women with nothing; fully depending on a man. There is high

work inequality as well; as stated before. Women are prohibited to work and support

their household in any economic way. Since the Taliban government forbids women to



work, the women dominant jobs like teaching and nursing have a lack of personal

unbalancing the system and increasing the 97% estimate of poverty (2022). There is

technically no work inequality because men are the only gender able to work.

Afghan Girls (6-16)

As there is women inequality and violence, there is also girl inequality and

violence. Girls are only able to study and be educated until grade 6th, meaning they

will never be able to complete highschool. This rule started because girls after the age

of 14 are supposed to serve the house and the men, ignorance is the best weapon for

the Taliban reign. Violating one of the main and escential children rights, banning girls

from receiving the basic education is now a reality. The physical domestic abuse and

the general violence also affect Afghan girls as much as grown women.

Major parties involved

Afghanistan

Afghanistan is one of the poorest and dangerous countries in the middle east.

Most people live in the rural Areas and live daily from agriculture. Afghanistan has been

invaded by Taliban several times in the past, and currently is facing one of the harshest

situations in the history of the country. As mentioned earlier, the oppression and

violence to Afghan women is growing; the reign from the Taliban government creates

rules and oppressions that affect women everyday using the excuse of the Islam call.

Afghanistan is not currently a member of NATO, but it's still an ally of the USA.

Women all over the country are the most affected due to this conflict. Even

Though all citizens are going through overall oppression, women face violence from



part of the government and public offices, restrictions that violate every human right

stated in the human rights act. In 2003, a new constitution that protected women;s

rights was adopted, but in 2009 all the past progress was decreased by eliminating the

“Violence Against Women Law”. This immediately creates higher risks for women and

incitates violence against women. The situation went overboard in 2021 when the

Taliban invasion occurred, no rules were followed and women were found in strictly

harsh living conditions stated before. Violence is now allowed as punishment; this

following the implementation of new laws like unemployment and dressing rules.

The Taliban army and the invading government are the main reasons why

women rights are completely avoided in afghanistan. The women's protection has

decreased greatly since the most current invasion in 2021, since the oppressions against

women increased legally and the laws have been completely avoided by the unstable

new government. Taliban culture is one of the most restrictive in the world; women are

banned from most, if not all, jobs and growth opportunities. This is a rule since

September 1996 when it was stated legally that women are banned from any type of

employment except the ones that are strictly reserved for women.

United States

The United States has great involvement in the Afghanistan case, this due to the

past interventions and tries to protect the Afghan citizens. Both countries share a

bilateral relationship in which they support each other strategically. One of the main

reasons behind this partnership is the protection of the Afghans. Afghanistan is not

currently part of NATO treaty, meaning that it is not an US NATO ally, but relations were

recently reset (not NATO) by current US president Joe Biden after the attack of Kabul.

After the 911 Attacks, the United States has been involved around the Afghan Taliban

war; there were previous plans of reconstruction and aid for the country. The main

involvement of the United States in the Afghan war was implemented after the terrorist



attacks against the Twin Towers in 2001, when United States joined the fight against the

Talibans. In 2001 after the terrorist attack, the United State began invading Afghanistan

in order to defeat the Talibans and set Afghanistan free.

Pakistan

Pakistan is rated as the sixth most dangerous country for women in regards to

domestic violence. (the) In comparison to most countries, the domestic violence rate is

higher among physical abuse than psychological abuse. Domestic violence is one of

the main causes of women abuse in the world, but in Pakistan specifically it is very

common to find severe cases of it. Thirty-two per cent of women (48/150) randomly

selected from health facilities in Karachi, Pakistan have experienced physical violence,

and between 70% and 90% of married women have experienced abuse from their

spouses at any time in their lives according to a survey on 1000 women in Punjab,

Pakistan(Sarfraz, 1). Pakistani women have been fighting for their rights since 2018; when

a group of activist Pakistani women decided to raise their voice and fight for their rights

and protection. Even though both situations are extremely harmful for the citizens in

both Afghanistan and Pakistan, the Afghans have no control or laws that protect any

rights and citizens. Pakistan also follows strictly the Islam, and eventhough some rules

are out of the Human rights constitution order and the Islamic call, there is a law that

states whan can and what cannot be done.

Palestine

The Palestine situation crisis is similar to the Afghanistan situation; the human rights



in both countries were externally violated by invaders. The Palestine war not only

brought the country's destruction as a consequence, but the violation of human rights

and growth of insecurity were also consequences. There are two main reasons for the

decrease of women rights in palestine; the Isreali invasion and war and the patriarchal

obsessive control (Daily). The rules imposed by the Israeli army were different from the

Taliban, but they were equally severe. Some of the consequences include lack of

education, violence and even division of lands. Millions of women fight for their rights

not only against the patriarchy but against invasions and attacks. The rights are

respected slightly more than in afghanistan, for example, women do receive their part

of properties even though they are expected to give it to the men of the family.

Palestine is now intending to recover from the invasions.

Timeline of Events

Date Event description

August 1996 Invasion of Taliban to Afghanistan

September 3, 1996 Women are banned from employment
………………………………………………legally. The only available jobs for women
……………………………………………….are strictly necessary.

September 27, 1996 First invasion against Afghanistan in Kabul.

September 11, 2001 USA invaded Afghanistan, obligating the
………………………………………………talibanes .regimen to relocate to
………………………………………………southern Afghanistan near
………………………………………………the Border with Pakistan

August 6, 2021: Takeover of the first provincial region of
………………………………………………Afghanistan for the second round of



………………………………………………invasion

August 12, 2021 Us Sends troops to assist and help
………………………………………………afghanistan citizens and leaders.

August 15 2021: Taliban Leaders enter the Capital
………………………………………………attacking the government and

………………………………………………starting the Fall of Kabul

UN involvement, relevant resolutions, treaties and events

There have been many intentions from the United Nations to solve this issue

generally; other organizations have also been involved in the protection of the citizens

inside Afghanistan. The issue affects women all over the country and aid is needed to

protect them from the Taliban and the country’s oppression itself. Recognition in online

pages and social media has started to become popular among people as a way of

awareness; even though women are strictly forbidden from social media and any type

of personal expression online or offline. The huge social issues that the country is facing

makes it very hard for other nations and entities to help; specially because the general

aid for citizens in general is being banned and the war is in progressive growth

internally. In the past, the United Nations sent help and Aid to Women from the past

invasion, but this time it's very hard for the ONGs to get involved. In order to send aid,

the invasion needs to be controlled.

Some of the possible solutions include:

- Military intervention in order to send humanitarian planes.

- Negotiation



- Send international soldiers to protect afghan citizens

- Continue the spread of awareness on social media and other media

There are a lot of external agencies and organizations that work in order to protect the

Afghan women. The United Nations has sent aid to Afghanistan in the past after the

Taliban reign was stopped, but at this moment it is strictly dangerous for Aid to enter the

country.

Past international action

In the past US invasions, the issue was controlled and aids could be sent in order

to balance the issue. A major aid being sent to the women in Afghanistan is the group

that has been created, “Women for Afghan Women” (WOW). This being an

organization that protects and promotes the rights of Afghan Women that are suffering

today. The organization had been created years ago, but only in the past six months

alone, we have witnessed a 300% increase in requests for our services and programs in

the US after the NATO troop withdrawal and the fall of the Afghan government in 2021.

Apart from the intentions from the UN, there are many other organizations that intend to

help Afghan women in their poor life conditions; some of them include: Lutheran Social

Services of the National Capital Area, Georgetown Institute for Women, Turquoise

Mountain, Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Arlington, in Between others. As already

mentioned before, The United States fought against the Taliban in the past, freeing

Afghanistan temporarily from the Taliban Reign. Today the US hasn’t shown many efforts

on helping Afghanistan the same way, but it is declared that they are still non-NATO

allies.

Sustainable development goal(SDG)



The mistreatment and violation of women’s rights relates to the

Sustainable goal #5: Gender equality. The conflict begins when women's rights

are violated to an extreme extent, their lives are put in danger and they stop

being in control of their own lives. The main and most important goal of each

country in this conference is to fight for the security of these women and protect

their rights at all costs. The protection of these women who are struggling

everyday of their lives is of utmost importance, and in every case regarding a

topic like this it should be tried to solve immediately. Solving the rights of these

women and fighting for gender equality should not stop here, but be a cause

that is fought for everyday until accomplished globally. The measures taken by

the United Nations should be enforced and we should try to find new solutions to

eradicate this issue as fast as possible.
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