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Introduction

Global Pandemics have been a thing throughout the course of mankind. This

pandemic we are currently facing, as deadly and terrifying as it’s been, hasn’t

been the first or even the deadliest. An example of another is the 1918 Influenza

pandemic, or as it’s commonly called, the Spanish Flu. Which occurred during

1918 to 1919, with an estimated death toll of around 50 million, with 675,000

happening in the United States. But in contrast to that pandemic, we’re now

living in the time where technology rules the world. We’re also in a world where

groups of people decide to traffic and sell children and women as “property” to

the highest bidder.

With the pandemic and everyone quarantined inside, people spent a lot of time

on the internet and that opened a lot of opportunities for people to take

advantage of others for their own self-interest. These things allowed people to

create lies such as fake employment, since the pandemic caused a lot of

unemployment which led to people being desperate for any opportunity. On

the other side with child trafficking, kids would spend a lot more time on social

media and that allowed them to be taken advantage of and manipulated by

others.
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Definition of Key Terms
COVID-19 pandemic

The worldwide spread of the disease COVID-19, which was caused by the

SARS-CoV-2 virus.

Exploitation

The act of taking advantage of others for one’s own benefit, including forced

prostitution and labor.

Human Trafficking

A form of exploitation in which victims are recruited, transported, transported,

transferred, harbored, or receipted by coercion or deception for purposes such

as financial gain (UNODC).

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)

The agency of the United Nations which focuses on tackling issues related to

illicit drugs and international crime.

General Overview
The conditions provided by the COVID-19 pandemic set the stage for human

trafficking to thrive. The pandemic fueled the root causes of human trafficking:

socio-economic inequalities. From 2019 to 2021, countries all over the world saw

a spike in unemployment and a great reduction in income. This increased the

vulnerability of victims, especially the children and women. According to a 2020

report by UN Women, 72% of all victims globally were made up of women and

girls.

History of the COVID-19 pandemic
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The outbreak of the pandemic could be traced back to late December 2019

when the first cases were identified in Wuhan, China. In the beginning, the

disease was named Wuhan Pneumonia due to its place of origin and symptoms.

After discovering the cause of the illness, the World Health Organization (WHO)

gave the disease the name COVID-19 on 12 February 2020. In the subsequent

months since COVID-19 emerged, the disease quickly spread to other countries

and evolved into a pandemic, as declared by WHO on the 11th of March 2020.

In response to the pandemic, countries worldwide enacted measures to slow

the spread of the disease, which included lockdowns and mask mandates.

Abuse of digital technology usage

Lockdowns implemented during the pandemic contributed to a surge in using

digital technology. Both adults and children have spent an increased amount of

time online. This was taken advantage of by human traffickers. According to

UNODC's Global Report on Trafficking in Person, technology played a role in

every stage of the human trafficking process, to which children and women

were extremely susceptible. Using social media and other online platforms,

traffickers recruited new victims for child exploitation materials. Moreover,

traffickers adopted tactics making use of victims’ desperateness for

employment opportunities after job loss. One identified tactic was “fishing”, by

which traffickers would bait potential victims with job advertisements.

Impact on the vulnerable

With the closure of schools, for instance, children were at a higher risk of being

exploited. Many children, suffering from the lack of access to education, shelter,

and protection, were forced onto the streets, where they are more vulnerable

to exploitation. In addition, more children being online during the pandemic
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increased their exposure to online sexual predators.

Impact on victims

A number of measures and limitations were put in place to curb the transmission

of the disease. Efforts to counter human trafficking, such as specialized

anti-trafficking police units, were diverted to control the spread at a national

level. Moreover, with lockdowns to maintain social distancing, it was more

difficult to identify and rescue victims. Also, countries closed their borders and

services essential to trafficked victims. The closure of programs, both

governmental and non-governmental, created a great challenge for the

victims of human trafficking victims to access support. For example, those who

already received help from the government had difficulty renewing their

expired temporary immigration documents and services linked to their victim

status. Additionally, the services that aided victims, such as those providing

healthcare, education, and job opportunities, were brought to a halt. On top of

this, due to the closure of borders, these victims were prevented from returning

home and thus trapped inside the countries where they were trafficked.

According to the Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, migration control

policies in the majority of states were detrimental to trafficked victims. Since

those states omitted a non‑punishment provision from national legislation, many

victims were criminalized as irregular immigrants. As a result, those victims faced

detention and deportation, in which there was a risk of getting into situations

where they will be re-trafficked.
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Major Parties Involved and Their Views
United States

The U.S is a common “destination country” for human trafficking, as a lot of

victims are sent there to be sold for their services to more resources available to

the people there in a more developed country. Hawaii has even stated that

human trafficking is their second-largest industry behind drug dealing. Through

all of this, the U.S and the Department of State have made multiple plans to

combat and go against Human Trafficking, with the most recent being the

“National Action Plan to Combat Human Trafficking” which was originally

released in 2020, with an updated version released December 2021.

India

India is both a destination and origin country, as in 2020 there were almost 5000

registered cases of human trafficking and with only a 10% conviction rate for

these cases. Alongside that India is known for having a lot of forced marriages,

which can be considered as a form of trafficking if the person the child is being

married to pays the parents for them, it’s practically the same as buying

someone through a trafficking ring. Although, the Indian Government has made

several moves to end this, such as establishing more Anti-Human Trafficking Units

(AHTUs) around the country and also increased police presence and security in

locations of transport to prevent the victims from being captured but also to

catch anyone attempting it.

China

China has frequented a lot of human trafficking, commonly found as one of the

worst countries for human trafficking on multiple lists throughout the years. The

People’s Republic of China (PRC) has made very little significant progress

towards ending human trafficking, although they have made moves to adress it

such as continuing the prosecute and convict traffickers for the crimes they
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have already committed. But with the PCR’s minimal effort towards the larger

goal, for around 5 years, they have been placed in Tier 3 of the Trafficking

Report by the U.S Department of State, which is the worst tier for progress

towards the end of trafficking.

Timeline of Events

Date Description of event

1500 - 1866

1850-1900

1875

1904 and 1910

Transatlantic Slave Trade, a period of time where an estimated

12.5 million people. In 1807 Britain outlawed slavery with the US

following in 1820, but the last recorded transatlantic voyage was in

1866.

The trafficking of Chinese women into the U.S for either low-wage

labor or prostitution. Chinese immigrants arrived in the States with

promises of lucrative jobs because of events such as the California

Gold Rush.

The Page Act, which sought to limit the immigration of unwilling

persons, (specified as Asian due to the previous point on the

timeline)

The Mann Act (1904) was the first international agreement on

human trafficking, focusing on trafficking of Europeon women and

children. The International Convention for the Suppression of White

Slave Trade (1910), where 13 countries signed to make white slave

trade illegal.
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1919

1921

1949

Founding of the International Labor Organization, to provide

standards for pay and work hours.

The issue of White Slavery was changed to “trafficking of women

and children, to include all races and genders

The adoption of “United Nations Convention for the Suppression of

the Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of

Other” by the UN. This was the first legally binding international

agreement on human trafficking.

2000

First agreement by the UN that acknowledge modern day slavery

and the possibility of men also being trafficked. The agreement

was called “Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in

Persons”

2020-2022

The COVID-19 pandemic, which caused loss in jobs and had the

world constantly on the internet, where the chances of being

taken advantage of have increased drastically.

UN involvement, Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events
The UN is deeply concerned about the worsening issue of human trafficking

during the COVID-19 pandemic, through a variety of efforts calling attention to

the situation and urging actions to be taken.
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● Resolution A/RES/75/158 (2022)

On December 23, 2020, the General Assembly adopted the resolution

A/RES/75/158: Trafficking in women and girls. As its self-explanatory title

indicates, the resolution focused on the issue of human trafficking aimed

at women and girls. In the resolution, governments were called upon to

counter human trafficking and respect the rights of victims amid the

COVID-19 pandemic.

● Resolution A/RES/76/186 (2021)

On December 16, 2021, the General Assembly adopted resolution

A/RES/76/186: Improving the coordination of efforts against trafficking in

persons. The resolution took into account how the COVID-19 pandemic

aggravated human trafficking, including the misuse of technology by

perpetrators. Within the resolution, the General Assembly provided

recommendations on various measures to more effectively tackle human

trafficking during the pandemic.

● Resolution E/RES/2021/25 (2021)

On July 22, 2021, the Economic and Social Council adopted the resolution

E/RES/2021/25: Implementation of the United Nations Global Plan of

Action to Combat Trafficking in Persons. The resolution addressed the

pandemic-caused unemployment spike that would potentially contribute

to human trafficking, as well as the obstacles created by the pandemic in

the way to combat human trafficking.

● ‘Victims’ Voices Lead the Way’ campaign (2021)

On World Day 2021, UNODC launched the campaign ‘Victims’ Voices

Lead the Way’ to provide victims of human trafficking with the
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opportunity to voice their experiences. The Executive Director believed

that helping the victims’ voices be heard is crucial to the fight against

human trafficking, especially in times of the pandemic.

● Address of the issue by UN expert (2021)

In 2021 on World Day Against Trafficking in Persons, an UN-appointed

expert on human trafficking pointed out the role of racism, xenophobia,

and sexism in the criminalization of victims. According to the expert,

victims faced arrests, detention, forced returns, and denied assistance

due to the discrimination at the borders and in the justice system of

countries. In such situations, victims were more challenging to be

identified thus placed at a higher risk.

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue
1. Establishing plans and strategies against it.

- An example of this is Canada’s National Stradegy to combat

human trafficking, where they focus on protecting those vulnerable

to being affected and prosecuting those who commit these acts.

2. Bring attention to the issue and give incentive for others to help

- In 2021, in the General Assembly, the President of the General

Assembly brought it to attention and urged everyone to help

prevent this crime and how COVID-19 had fueled the opportunities

for trafficking to happen.

Research Report | Page 9 of 14



Panama Model United Nations 2022| XXX Annual Session

Possible Solutions
One possible solution would be for countries to improve laws regarding human

trafficking and establish more inclusive societies. To achieve more justice and

fairness, stricter regulations are required to hold perpetrators accountable

instead of punishing the victims. It is also necessary to ensure that adequate

support is accessible to the victims in assisting with their recovery and

reintegration into society. In addition, raising awareness is needed to combat

human trafficking by enhancing victim identification and eliminating unfair

discrimination against victims in the system.

Sustainable Development Goal (SDG)
This issue is part of the SDG #8, which is to “  Promote sustained, inclusive and

sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent

work for all.” Specifically in target 8.7, which reads “Take immediate and

effective measures to eradicate forced labour, end modern slavery and human

trafficking and secure the prohibition and elimination of the worst forms of child

labour, including recruitment and use of child soldiers, and by 2025 end child

labour in all its forms”

Bibliography

“Women, Children at Greater Risk of Being Trafficked, Enslaved as Pandemic

Deepens, Experts Warn Third Committee amid Calls for Creating Regular

Migration Channels | UN Press.” United Nations, United Nations, 28 Oct.

2020, www.un.org/press/en/2020/gashc4304.doc.htm. Accessed 16 June

2022.

Research Report | Page 10 of 14

http://www.un.org/press/en/2020/gashc4304.doc.htm


Panama Model United Nations 2022| XXX Annual Session

IMPACT OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC ON TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS. UNODC,

www.un.org/ruleoflaw/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Thematic-Brief-on-C

OVID-19-EN-ver.21.pdf. Accessed 16 June 2022.

“Covid-19 Impact Exposes Millions to the Risk of Trafficking, UN Agency Says | |

UN News.” United Nations, United Nations, 2 Feb. 2021,

www.news.un.org/en/story/2021/02/1083542. Accessed 16 June 2022.

“Covid-19 and Crime: The Impact of the Pandemic on Human Trafficking.”

United Nations : Office on Drugs and Crime,

www.unodc.org/unodc/en/frontpage/2021/July/covid-19-and-crime_-the

-impact-of-the-pandemic-on-human-trafficking.html. Accessed 19 June

2022.

Regnér, Åsa. “Op-Ed: Trafficking in Women and Girls Is Moving Online Due to

Covid-19.” UN Women – Headquarters, 8 Dec. 2020,

www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2020/12/op-ed-trafficking-in-women-

and-girls-is-moving-online-due-to-covid-19.  Accessed 6 Jul. 2022.

Liu, Yen-Chin, et al. “Covid-19: The First Documented Coronavirus Pandemic in

History.” Biomedical Journal, Elsevier, 5 May 2020,

www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2319417020300445.

Accessed 2 Jul. 2022.

UNODC 2015 Issue Paper Exploitation. UNODC, 2015,

www.unodc.org/documents/congress/background-information/Human_T

rafficking/UNODC_2015_Issue_Paper_Exploitation.pdf. Accessed 2 Jul.

2022.

Research Report | Page 11 of 14

http://www.un.org/ruleoflaw/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Thematic-Brief-on-COVID-19-EN-ver.21.pdf
http://www.un.org/ruleoflaw/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Thematic-Brief-on-COVID-19-EN-ver.21.pdf
http://www.news.un.org/en/story/2021/02/1083542
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/frontpage/2021/July/covid-19-and-crime_-the-impact-of-the-pandemic-on-human-trafficking.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/frontpage/2021/July/covid-19-and-crime_-the-impact-of-the-pandemic-on-human-trafficking.html
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2020/12/op-ed-trafficking-in-women-and-girls-is-moving-online-due-to-covid-19
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2020/12/op-ed-trafficking-in-women-and-girls-is-moving-online-due-to-covid-19
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2319417020300445
http://www.unodc.org/documents/congress/background-information/Human_Trafficking/UNODC_2015_Issue_Paper_Exploitation.pdf
http://www.unodc.org/documents/congress/background-information/Human_Trafficking/UNODC_2015_Issue_Paper_Exploitation.pdf


Panama Model United Nations 2022| XXX Annual Session

“Human-Trafficking.” United Nations : Office on Drugs and Crime,

www.unodc.org/unodc/en/human-trafficking/human-trafficking.html.

Accessed 2 Jul. 2022.

Bayne, Christopher. “UNOV.” The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime,

www.unov.org/unov/en/unodc.html. Accessed 2 Jul. 2022.

“Human Trafficking: Un Chief Calls for Action as Covid Leaves 'Many Millions'

More Vulnerable | | UN News.” United Nations, United Nations, 29 July

2021, www.news.un.org/en/story/2021/07/1096682.  Accessed 15 Jul. 2022.

“The Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice.” United Nations :

Office on Drugs and Crime,

www.unodc.org/unodc/en/commissions/CCPCJ/Resolutions_Decisions/R

esolutions_2010-2019.html. Accessed 16 Jul. 2022.

“Resolutions_2020-2029.” United Nations : Office on Drugs and Crime,

www.unodc.org/unodc/en/commissions/CCPCJ/Resolutions_Decisions/re

solutions_2020-2029.html. Accessed 16 Jul. 2022.

Research Report | Page 12 of 14

http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/human-trafficking/human-trafficking.html
http://www.unov.org/unov/en/unodc.html
http://www.news.un.org/en/story/2021/07/1096682
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/commissions/CCPCJ/Resolutions_Decisions/Resolutions_2010-2019.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/commissions/CCPCJ/Resolutions_Decisions/Resolutions_2010-2019.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/commissions/CCPCJ/Resolutions_Decisions/resolutions_2020-2029.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/commissions/CCPCJ/Resolutions_Decisions/resolutions_2020-2029.html


Panama Model United Nations 2022| XXX Annual Session

Appendix

I. A report in 2020 by the Secretary-General on the situation with regard to

the issue and actions taken by different countries to address the issue:

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N20/206/48/PDF/N20

20648.pdf?OpenElement

II. The UNODC Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2020, which offers

detailed studies, statistics, and maps using data from 148 countries:

https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/tip/2021/GLOTiP_2

020_15jan_web.pdf

III. 2020 human trafficking data from CTDC (Counter Trafficking Data

Collaborative), which provides a map showing the countries affected by

human trafficking:

https://www.migrationdataportal.org/infographic/ctdcs-human-traffickin
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g-data-2020

IV. The virtual event “Victims' Voices Lead the Way”, which includes human

trafficking victims discussing the issue:

https://media.un.org/en/asset/k1h/k1hekz1lad
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