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Introduction

Child labor has been a recurring phenomenon since the dawn of human

existence. Its prevalence has fluctuated throughout history, and its acceptance

varies from culture to culture. In 2020, Unicef (United Nations International

Children's Emergency Fund) estimated that there were a total of 160 million

children who performed some type of labor while an estimated 79 million of

them were in hazardous working conditions . On an individual level, Child Labor1

has been attributed to mental/emotional trauma and obstructs access to

education which inversely contributes to poverty and lower developmental

rates for a country .2

Definition of Key Terms

Child labor

Any work conducted by children which deprives them of their access to

education and presents any harm to their physical/mental health. (International

Labor Organization )3

3 https://www.ilo.org/ipec/facts/lang--en/index.htm
2 https://www.unicef.org/protection/child-labour

1

https://data.unicef.org/resources/child-labour-2020-global-estimates-trends-and-the-road-forward/#:~:text
=63%20million%20girls%20and%2097,first%20time%20in%2020%20years.
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Hazardous child labor

Work which, by its nature or the circumstances in which it is carried out, is likely

to harm the health, safety, or morals. (International Labor Organization )4

The worst forms of child labor

Refers to children being enslaved, separated from their families, exposed to

serious hazards and illnesses, and left to fend for themselves on the streets of

large cities. (International Labor Organization )5

Cultural Relativism

Refers to the thought that one’s culture and values that derive from it should not

be judged from the perspective of other cultures. The concept believes that

each culture has different thought processes and history and thus should be

treated from an unbiased perspective. (Khan Academy)6

General Overview

The history of child labor

Child labor has been a continuous event throughout human history with varying

degrees of public consciousness. In modern history, child labor was most

prevalent during the early industrial revolution and pre-industrial revolution times.

Children were the perfect employees for the ever-growing second sector as

they could be paid less, were smaller, and were less likely to demand better

working conditions. Starting in the 1900s, labor committees in industrializing

countries such as the United States and the United Kingdom sought labor law

6 https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/mcat/society-and-culture/culture/a/cultural-relativism-article
5 https://www.ilo.org/ipec/facts/lang--en/index.htm
4 https://www.ilo.org/ipec/facts/lang--en/index.htm
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reforms to address the issue . Since then, multiple international efforts have7

been made to reduce and eliminate child labor; however, in some areas of the

world, these measures were considered controversial given different cultural

and socio-economic settings.

What causes child labor?

There is no single cause of Child Labor; instead, there are multiple cumulative

variables that cause it. The poor development of a region in terms of education

and job opportunities for parents is attributed to a continuous cycle of causation

in which low levels of development and child labor contribute to each other

inversely . Depending on the region, child labor can be attributed to cultural8

traditions, while in others, the child’s income is crucial to the family’s income in

order to live under minimum living conditions. Some vulnerable groups, such as

those who live in armed conflict zones, are more susceptible to child labor, with

UNICEF estimating that children in these groups are 50% more likely to

experience child labor than the global average. Migrants are also considered

vulnerable to child labor exploitation as many countries lack the proper

legislation to ensure migrant children get proper education and access to social

services.

The impact of Child labor:

Child labor places constraints on educational development, leading to lower

enrollment, academic achievement, and graduation rates for those who work

from an early age. Since educational metrics are reduced with child labor,

future job opportunities are severely limited for children subjected to it as they

8https://www.scielo.br/j/csp/a/VmRLWqyRKvn7PFC6y45Gfwd/?lang=en#:~:text=Child%20labor%20is%20
a%20symptom,other%20forms%20of%20social%20violence.

7 https://www.history.com/topics/industrial-revolution/child-labor
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lack the proper education to take on high-paying jobs. This, in turn, leads to a

continuous cycle repeated in future generations of poverty and lack of

development as causation and consequence of each other. Furthermore,

children who undergo child labor are likely to develop mental health problems,

develop addictive drug habits, and severely affect their physical health.

Graph by International Labor Organization9

Cultural Relativism vs. Children's Rights

Since the start of human globalization, not only economic trade became more

globalized, but also political ideology and social concepts unique to each

region. Cultural relativism directly conflicts with children’s rights as in some

peoples groups, child labor is seen as a standard and crucial for a human’s

9 https://www.ilo.org/ipec/ChildlabourstatisticsSIMPOC/WCMS_817698/lang--en/index.htm
Research Report | Page 4 of 11

https://www.ilo.org/ipec/ChildlabourstatisticsSIMPOC/WCMS_817698/lang--en/index.htm


Panama Model United Nations 2022| XXX Annual Session

development. As the effort to eliminate child labor becomes more globalized,

this clash will inevitably create a grey area for international policy. Some cultural

beliefs regard a girl’s education as less important than a boy’s, leading various

families to initiate girls into domestic child labor .10

Some religious beliefs also come in direct conflict with Human Rights. Amish

children, for example, are initiated into child labor from an early age and are

expected to provide for the community starting at 14. Furthermore, in the Amish

religion, education beyond 8th grade is seen as a threat to the religious

community’s values .11

Major Parties Involved and Their Views

Russia

Migrants, orphans, and street children are vulnerable to sexual exploitation in

Russia. Children trafficked from neighboring Eastern European countries such as

Ukraine and Moldova are often used in producing child pornography. Since

Russia does not provide free access to education foChildren'ssian children,

migrants are highly susceptible to child labor and exploitation. Furthermore,

instances of the use of children soldiers in Russian-supported separatist

movements such as those in Georgia and Ukraine have been reported in the

media .12

India

Due to its large population, India has the most children aged 5-14 engaged in

labor worldwide. Children are oftentimes engaged in agricultural work from an

12 https://www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/resources/reports/child-labor/russia
11 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6198592/
10 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6198592/
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early age in rural areas of India, while some are present in the diamond cutting

and polishing industry as well as other forms of industrialized labor. Forced child

labor is a significant concern in India as many girls are trafficked in and out of

India for sex tourism. It is also common for indebted parents to reach an

agreement with a creditor in which their children are forced to work to repay

the parent’s credit. Due to India’s large population comprised of diverse ethnic

groups and varying levels of development, it is often difficult to properly

implement regulations to prevent child labor, especially in the informal and

agricultural sectors .13

Timeline of Events

Date Description of event

Industrial Revolution Child labor in factories is rampant in the industrializing nations of

the time such as the USA and the UK.

1919 International Labor Organization (ILO) was established as part of

the Treaty of Versailles

1973 ILO convention No. 138 regarding minimum wage for labor is

adopted

1989 UN General Assembly adopts Convention of the Rights of the

Child (Resolution 44/25)

1992 The International Programme on the Elimination of Child Labour

(IPEC) is founded

13 https://www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/resources/reports/child-labor/india
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1999
ILO convention No. 182 regarding the worst forms of child labor

receives universal ratification and is adopted

UN involvement, Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events
Since becoming a UN specialized agency on 1946, The International Labor

Organization (ILO) has made several efforts to combat child labor. In 1973 the

first international convention regarding child labor set the minimum age for work

internationally to 15 and was ratified by 171 countries . In 1890, the UN14

Convention on the Rights of the Child was adopted, being the first to officially

determine that education for those under 18 should be free of charge as a right

of the child . In 1999, ILO released Convention No.182, which was set to15

demarcate the worst forms and seek measures to address them with urgency.

Notably, in March of 2019, Convention No.182 was universally ratified, with the

last vote being of the Marshall Islands .16

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue
From 2000 to 2020, world child labor rates have drecreased by 38%, with a slight

increase attributed to the COVID-19 pandemic most recently . Although17

resolutions to solve the issue can be seen as successful, child labor reduction

can also be attributed to economic development and increased technology

access. Due to various cultural ethnicities and socioeconomic situations seen in

the world, some policies recommended by the ILO have yet to be implemented

17 https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_766351/lang--en/index.htm

16

https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:11300:0::NO:11300:P11300_INSTRUMENT_ID:3
12327:NO

15

14

https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:11300:0::NO::P11300_INSTRUMENT_ID:312283
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extensively in some countries, especially those that are going through economic

hardship and or are entering industrial development.

Possible Solutions
Issues as significant as child labor which directly conflicts with some cultural

beliefs, need to consider different world perspectives while striving to eliminate it

on a global scale. A possible way delegates can tackle the issue is by

combating poverty and low education access rates of education access,

especially in developing nations. Building proper infrastructure, facilitating

access to education by migrants, and creating better job opportunities for

parents, among others, are all viable solutions that can be explored.

Sustainable Development Goal (SDG)
This issue fits within two sustainable development goals: No poverty and Quality

education. As previously stated, poverty and child labor cause each other

directly, affecting school-related metrics. The elimination of child labor would

ensure more kids would go to school and thus lead to more educated

individuals who are able to develop the country economically in the future.
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Appendix

I. What is child labor (International Labor Organization)

https://www.ilo.org/ipec/facts/lang--en/index.htm

II. Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNHRC)

https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/conventi

on-rights-child

III. United States Bureau of International Labor affairs annual reports on each

country’s child labor situation.
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https://www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/resources/reports/child-labor/findings
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