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Introduction

More than 200 million girls and women have undergone female genital

mutilation (FGM) in 30 countries including countries in Africa, the Middle East

and Asia. Female Genital Mutilation is a practice that is most commonly carried

out from infancy to the age of 15. Female Genital Mutilation comprises all

procedures involving the removal of the external female genitalia or other injury

to the female genital organs for nonmedical reasons. FGM can cause many

health issues such as severe bleeding, problems urinating, cysts, infections as

well as an increase risk of newborn deaths and complications in childbirth.

Starting a discussion on Female Genital Mutilation is extremely important, given

that it is considered a violation of human rights of girls and women. About 8000

girls face the consequences of this procedure every day, and an estimated 140

million have already been subjected to the practice. Countries such as Chad,

Liberia, Mali, Sierra Leone, Somalia, and Sudan have no penalization for FGM.

Countries such as Canada, the United States of America, The United Kingdom

and Belgium have specific rules prohibiting the practice of FGM.
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Definition of Key Terms
Mutilation: To inflict a violent and disfiguring injury on.

Sexual Assault:

To have sexual contact or behavior that occurs without explicit consent of the

victim.

Female Genital Mutilation:

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) involves the partial or total removal of external

female genitalia or other injury to the female genital organs for nonmedical

reasons.
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Circumcision:

To remove the prepuce of (a male), especially as a religious rite; to remove the

clitoris, prepuce, or labia of (a female).

Hemorrhages:

In medicine, loss of blood from damaged blood vessels. A hemorrhage may be

internal or external, and usually involves a lot of bleeding in a short time.

Sepsis:

Sepsis is a life-threatening organ dysfunction caused by a deregulated host

response to infection. If not recognized early and managed promptly, it can

lead to septic shock, multiple organ failure and death.

General Overview
MGM and FGM are practices that have accompanied mankind for countless

years and are present with us today. Researchers have traced it back to almost

2000 years ago. This procedure is often performed because of the flawed belief

that it increases hygiene and male sexual pleasure, promotes marriageability

and conservation of virginity. These factors mentioned previously are all myths

that are meant to justify the horrendous acts that women and girls all around

the world go through. Nevertheless, religious beliefs and traditions value

“ceremonies” like FGM and make us question whether it is an act of human

rights violation or not. For this reason, whether it should stick around or not is still

highly debated.

Ancient Practices

In ancient cultures like the Japanese Heian Period and Chinese Dynasty Era, as

punishments for adultery or promiscuity, it was a custom to perform the removal

of the testicles and penile shaft. It was not only used to shame women and men,
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but to repress them for their crimes. In recent years, Ancient Egyptian female

mummies were found with their genitalia mutilated, and was labeled in Greek

Papyrus as “female circumcision”. This practice is said to have originated from

the West Coast from the Red Sea. These are most likely suggested because of

the mythological significance of genital mutilation in the area.

Religious Applications

Nowadays, FGM is used in many religious practices. While Hinduism forbids the

practice, some branches of Islam still encourage the practice. Type I is most

commonly enforced by Sunni Muslims, which have caused uprisings in Egypt, the

home of many Sunni Muslims, when the government wanted to illegalize the

practice of FGM. A study performed by Hamdia Ahmed et al. aimed to see the

perspective of Iraqi and Kurdish religious leaders on FGM, since in these

countries, the practice is frequented. The conclusions of the survey were as

follows, “Participants believed that FGC is useful for reducing or regulating the

sexual desire of women to prevent adultery and engagement in pre and

extramarital sexual relations and to enhance hygiene of women”.

Health Concerns

FGM’s biggest consequence is its detrimental consequences on women and

girls’ health. Seeing as FGM has no health benefits, it is important to take into

consideration the fact that this procedure only causes harm. The removal and

damaging of healthy tissue intervenes with female natural body functions.

Furthermore, possible complications of this procedure could lead to many

health risk factors. For instance, severe pain, fever, hemorrhages, infections

shock, sepsis, and even death. Other long term complications include menstrual

problems, urinary problems, and infertility. While these are only the physical

complications of FGM, there are emotional and psychological consequences of
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this procedure; some of them being depression, Post Traumatic Stress Disorder

(PTSD), anxiety, etc.

Egyptian Ban on FGM (2007)

Following the death of a 12-year-old girl from South Egypt during a genital

mutilation procedure, Egyptian Government Officials have illegalized FGM

Procedures. This led to the criminalization and prosecution of medical

practitioners who perform these types of procedures.

Major Parties Involved and Their Views
Somalia.

Somalia has the world's highest FGM rate with 98 percent of the women and girls

having undergone the procedure. 64% of women between the ages of 15-49 in

Somalia believe that FGM should continue. Somalia has no law regarding the

criminalization of FGM.

Liberia

Liberia is one of the countries with highest FGM rates in the world. In 2018 the

president, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf signed an executive order to ban FGM on girls

under the age of 18 however that executive order expired in 2019.

Mali

There is presently no legislation in Mali that makes female genital mutilation

illegal (FGM). FGM was declared illegal by the government in 1997. The Ministry

of Health issued a decree prohibiting use of public health facilities two years

later. Despite a thorough reform strategy, Mali did not pass any laws against

FGM.
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Sudan

While Sudan aims to be a role model for ending female genital mutilation (FGM)

in Africa and around the world, the proportion of girls under the age of 14 who

have experienced FGM in the country remains high at 27.2 percent. Sudan

passed a law in July 2020 to criminalize FGM however it still needs more levels of

Enforcement.

United States of America

The United States of America is strongly against FGM on girls under the age of 18.

It is also prohibited to send underage girls outside the country for the sole

purpose of having FGM performed. Violation of this law is punishable for up to 5

years in prison and or the implementation of fines. The United States of America

does not take into account tradition or culture as an exception for having FGM

done on girls under the age of 18.

United Kingdom

The United Kingdom is heavily against the practice of FGM. It is illegal to perform

FGM in the United Kingdom. It is also illegal to take UK nationalists or UK residents

to leave the country in order to have FGM procedures. In the UK, health and

social welfare workers have the obligation to report known cases of FGM on girls

under the age of 18 to the police.

Sierra Leone

According to the 2019 Demographic Health Survey in Sierra Leone, 83 percent

of women aged 15 to 49 have undergone FGM, down from 90 percent in 2013.

Female circumcision is most common between the ages of 10 and 14, with 71%

of women aged 15 to 49 having experienced FGM before the age of 15. FGM is

not a religious need for 48 percent of women who have heard about it, and 34
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percent say it should not be practiced.

Timeline of Events

Date Description of event

2000 B.C

19th century

Ancient Egyptian female mummies have been found with their

genitalia mutilated and they can be dated back to around 2000 B.C.

The Ancient Egyptions most likely performed FGM because of

mytholical beliefs.

Gynocologist in the U.S and Europe where reported to perform FGM

during the 19th century to stop insanity and masturbation.

1985

1996

“The Prohibitation of Female Circumcision Act 1985” was created in

September, 1985 banning FGM in the whole of the UK

FGM became illegal in the united states when congress passed 18

U.S.C. 7 §§116.

2008

2012

2016

In 2008 UNFPA joined with UNICEF to lead the largest global program

focused on accelerating the elimination of FGM. The joint program

focuses on 17 countries in Africa and the Middle East.

UN General Assembly pledges to end FGM by 2030

UN event mobilizes action toward ending female genital mutilation
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2022

The UN designates February 6th as the international day of zero

tolerance for female genital mutilation

UN involvement, Relevant Resolutions, Treaties, and Events
In the last 25 years, the UN has tried to intervene multiple times with international

entities that still allow FGM. The UN sees FGM as an utter disrespect and violation

of human rights, more specifically, the rights of girls and women. The first action

taken against FGM happened in 1997, where the World Health Organization

(WHO), United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), and the United Nations

Population Fund (UNFPA), worked together to issue a joined statement in

opposition to the practice of FGM. Nevertheless, not much attention was

brought to this issue. It wasn’t until a decade later, when UNFPA and UNICEF

started the Joint Program on Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting. This was done in

an effort to speed up the extinction of this practice. This year, the WHO will

release a manual that aims to train, counsel, and encourage healthcare

providers to speak up against FGM and start a dialogue condemning said

practice.

Resolution A/RES/67/146

This resolution was passed by the United Nations General Assembly on

December 27th, 2012. It aimed to call nations into a complete elimination of

FGM practices. This resolution was deemed as historic, seeing as it was the first of

its kind. This resolution urged nations to take all necessary measures, taking into

account the enforcement of legislation, raising awareness, and the allocation of

resources, to protects women and girls from violence resulting in FGM.
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Resolution A/75/279

This resolution was introduced by Burkina Faso and passed in early 2020, where

pressure was put on nations to take action on FGM. This resolution was specially

important because of its address to the COVID-19 Pandemic. While the

resolution took into account the possible delays and reallocation of resources

because of the pandemic, it also urged nations to try to prioritize this issue,

seeing as it grows into a bigger problem every year.

EndFGM

EndFGM is a network of NGOs that are made up of 34 organizations based in 15

European countries that have teamed up to end Female Genital Mutilation.

“The Network strives to build bridges and cooperation’s with all relevant actors in

the field of FGM both in Europe and globally.” Platforming community voices to

influence European governments and policymakers to work towards the

elimination of FGM”. Hayat Traspas, the Kenyan co-founder of EndFGM has

pledged to end Female Genital Mutilation in a very personal issue. She is part of

the first generation in her family that is free of FGM.

Past Action

There have been multiple attempts at addressing Female Genital Mutilation

(FGM). Such events are as followed:

● The Prohibition of Female Circumcision Act 1985

○ The prohibition of female circumcision act 1985 was created on the

16th of September 1985 banning FGM in the whole of the UK.

● 8 U.S. Code § 116

○ The 8 U.S. Code § 116 was signed in 1996 illegalizing the procedure
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of FGM.

● UNFPA-UNICEF Joint Programme (2008)

○ In 2008 UNFPA and UNICEF created the largest global program to

accelerate the elimination of FGM. The program focuses on 17

countries in Africa and the Middle East, and it also supports global

and regional initiatives.

● Resolution 44/16 on the elimination of female genital mutilation

In July 2020, the human rights council prohibited the practice of FGM with the
hopes of completely stopping the practice by 2030.

Possible Solutions
One of the main and most important ways to tackle FGM is through education.

While there are disparities in most educational systems, and it is often deemed

taboo to discuss issues such as these, it is crucial to teach young girls around the

world about FGM. Since it is a religious practice, each culture’s belief system has

to be respected; nevertheless, it is essential to tell young women about

out-dated practices and highlight the fact that they have to give their consent.

Most young girls do not realize that they have a voice in whether they want to

get the procedure done or not. Because of this, teaching about consent and

the long term consequences of FGM, is so crucial in controlling and ensuring the

safety of victims to this extreme procedure.

Sustainable Development Goal (SDG)
This issue relates to the UN’s Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 3 of “Good

Health and Well-being”. Women all around the globe have a right to make their

own choices on whether they want FGM performed and the right to do it safely.

By denying women of these choices and impeding them from getting educated

on what these procedures do, these rights are being taken away from them. It
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should become an international goal to make this right for women all over the

world in order to start changing the injustices happening all over the world in

regard to female genital mutilation.
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Appendix

I. Fact sheet by the WHO towards the information they have about Female

Genital Mutilation

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/female-genital-mutilati

on.

II. ABC News article about the death of an Egyptian girl after complications

with Female Genital Mutilation
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https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/egypt-12-year-girl-dies-g

enital-mutilation-68663774.

III. Detailed analysis of Egypt’s action plan on banning Female Genital

Mutilation

https://www.prb.org/resources/egypt-bans-female-genital-cutting/.

IV. Description of European umbrella of NGOs that stand against Female

Genital Mutilation

https://www.endfgm.eu/female-genital-mutilation/what-is-fgm/.
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